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their own kith and kin. Therefore, he thought the British
must rule to the best of their ability; hoping for the best
from moral influence, trusting, however, in the last resort,
to physical power. He would refrain from answering cate-
gorically the question, why the mutiny had not broken out
before 1857, when the main cause, as explained by him, had
existed for a long time. If a thing is destined to occur there is
an element of chance in the time of occurrence; it is impossible
to say when a spark may ignite a combustible body, or when
disease may break out after morbid conditions have been
established. The practical issue, in his view, was to rectify the
old error by lessening the Native forces and increasing the
European, in order that the physical, as well as the moral,
power of the country should be in British hands.

After due reflection1 upon the great mutiny of 1857, he
declared these opinions in the beginning of 1858, little thinking
perhaps that they would receive confirmation before the last-
named year was out. Tor the Government were near com-
mitting a similar error in entertaining too many Panjabi troops,
and fears in regard to a like consequence began to arise.

In reviewing the events of 1857 in the Panjab, he assigned
the utmost credit to Bobert Montgomery, General Corbett and
Colonel James Duncan Macpherson for the prompt disarming
of the sepoys at Lahore; also to Herbert Edwardes and General
Sydney Cotton for maintaining order at Peshawar. The dis-
arming of the Sepoys at Lahore on 13th of May, 1857, was one
of the most remarkable events in the history of the mutinies.
Corbett in the exercise of the soundest judgment assumed a
perilous responsibility, and Macpherson played his part excel-
lently well. But the chief credit is due to Eobert Montgomery,
who rendered a priceless service to his country. JIad this
measure not been taken with the requisite promptness, the
sepoys certainly would have revolted. Whether st*ch a revolt
would have succeeded is a question which the boldest might
tremble to answer; the chances of its success were considerable.
Had it occurred, the course of affairs in the Panjab might have
been disastrously altered.